[Androgenetic alopecia].
Androgenetic alopecia is the most common form of hair loss in men and women. Although the clinical manifestations are different in men and women, the pathogenetic pathways leading to this type of hair loss are similar in both sexes. In short genetically predestined hair follicles show an increased sensitivity to androgens. In recent years, much new data concerning the pathophysiology, management and therapy of androgenetic alopecia has been gathered. This article gives a critical overview of these new findings and assesses their practical relevance.